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The condition of the con-
joined twins, Jaga and

Kalia, from Odisha remains
"critical" after a marathon
surgery to separate them by a
team of doctors at the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), a senior
doctor at the hospital said on
Thursday.

The 28-month-old twins,
who were joined from their
heads, were successfully sepa-
rated after an 18-hour-long
surgery which started at 9:00
am yesterday and ended at

3:00 am today, he said.
According to the doctor,

the twins are on ventilator and
their condition is critical. They
are under observation and are
being monitored by a team of
experts constantly. They are
also being given blood trans-
fusion continuously.

A team of about 30 spe-
cialists from the institute's neu-
rosurgery, neuro-anaesthesia
and plastic surgery depart-
ments performed the second
phase of the marathon surgery.

The twins, hailing from
Milipada village under
Phiringia block in Kandhamal
district in Odisha, are cran-

iopagus conjoined twins, joined
at the heads. This is a very rare
condition, doctors said.

The first phase of the
surgery was performed on
August 28 when the doctors
created venous bypass to sep-
arate the veins shared by the
babies that return blood to the
heart from the brain. The con-
joined twins were admitted in
the AIIMS on July 13.

A K Mahapatra, the chief
of the neurosciences centre,
earlier had said the twins suf-
fer from the condition which
afflicts one in 30 lakh children,
of which 50 per cent die either
at birth or within 24 hours.
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A14-year-old boy, who was
found unconscious under

mysterious circumstances in
his classroom in a private
school in northeast Delhi's
Karawal Nagar area on
Thursday morning, later died
in a hospital. 

Avdhesh alias Prince, a
Class VII student of the
Saraswati Gyan Public School
in Shiv Vihar, allegedly had a
scuffle with a classmate fol-
lowing which he fell uncon-
scious. The school authorities
rushed him to a nearby hospi-
tal where he died. 

DCP (Northeast) Dr A K
Singla said, "We have appre-
hended the classmate of the
deceased. Further legal action
will be taken. Since there were
no apparent injury marks on the
body of the boy, we are going to
question other classmates as to
what exactly happened."

Police said that they
received a call at around 11:45
am that a boy died at a private
nursing home in Indrapuri.

As per the allegations lev-
elled by the victim's family, he
was beaten by a group of stu-
dents.

"In the morning, Prince
left home saying that he is
going to meet his friends.
Hours later, we received a call
from the police that our child
is dead. We are sure that he was
tortured and beaten by his
classmates," his relatives said.

The Government had
declared Thursday holiday for
the schools in Delhi on account
of Chatth puja.

Police said that they have
registered a case at the Karawal
Nagar police station. The body
will be handed over to his fam-
ily after post- mortem exami-
nation.The police are ques-
tioning the minor boy, who
allegedly got into a quarrel with
the deceased.
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The Delhi High Court on
Thursday dismissed a PIL

filed by BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy for a
court-monitored SIT probe
into the death of Congres MP
Shashi Tharoor's wife Sunanda
Pushkar.

Terming it as "political
interest litigation", the High
Court said it is "unfortunate
that the court is being used in

this manner".
A division bench of Justices

S Muralidhar and IS Mehta said

that "courts should be careful
in not letting the judicial
machinery being used by polit-
ical personalities for their own
purposes".

"This is perhaps a textbook
example of political interest lit-
igation dressed up as public
interest litigation," the bench
remarked while dismissing
Swamy's petition.

The court said it was not
satisfied that this plea can be
entertained as PIL (Public

Interest Litigation).  The court
added it is unable to persuade
that investigation being carried
out by the SIT is "botched up
or under the influence of any-
one". "The court expects the
SIT will take the investigation
to its logical conclusion."

During the hearing, the
court asked Additional Solicitor
General Sanjay Jain appearing
for the Delhi Police and the
Centre whether he subscribes
to the allegation that the hus-
band of the late Pushkar had
made attempts to influence
the Government to hush up the
case and continue to influence
the probe.

Jain replied in the negative,
saying he does not subscribe to
these allegations and there is no
question of the Delhi Police
being influenced or evidence
washed up.

In his petition, Swamy said
there has been constant attempt
to block the investigation and
alleged that the registration of
an FIR took almost a year and

nothing has happened after
that.

The plea had alleged that
"very influential people are
involved in the case, leading to
attempts to protect them and
the matter has faced a lot of
unnecessary delay already".

At the outset, the bench
asked Swamy to explain the
basis of the allegations made in
his petition as averments were
made against a person who
belongs to a political party in
opposition and why he has not
put up the evidence in support
of the allegations.

"Which part of your peti-
tion is based on your personal
knowledge and which part is
based on belief?" the court
asked.  Swamy cannot make
such "sweeping allegation", said
the bench, as he sought time to
file a separate affidavit to give
details of the basis of his peti-
tion.

The court said: "You
(Swamy) said in your affidavit
that you have not concealed

any information. Today when
we ask you to explain the basis
of your allegations, you say you
will file another affidavit. That
means you have concealed
information."

The court also questioned
Swamy for not stating any-
where in his petition that he is
a leader of the BJP and that the
person against whom he was
making the allegation was from
the Congress. The court also
refrained from imposing any
cost on Swamy for filing the
PIL.

Swamy said: "This is not
my first PIL. I know how the
court works. This is the first
time I have been questioned
like this. I have been a Law
Minister. What you are asking
me is tantamount to accusing
me of concealing evidence."

The bench clarified that
nothing said in the court's
order should be constrained as
having said anything on the
investigation which is under-
way.
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Delhi BJP president Manoj
Tiwari joined devotees in

offering Arghya on the occasion
of Chhath puja in Sonia Vihar.
Tiwari travelled 7 km in
Yamuna in a motor boat greet-
ing the devotees at the vast
Sonia Vihar-Jagatpuri Chhath
ghat. 

He said, "I pray to Chhathi
Maa to give good health, edu-
cation and employment to all
citizens of Delhi and the coun-
try. I also pray to Bhagwan
Surya Narayan to glorify the
lives of all devotees."

He said that Chhath is not
only a religious festival but a

day to pledge for environmen-
tal protection.

Tiwari,  accompanied by
BJP office-bearers Manish
Singh, Ajay Mahawar, Kailash
Jain, Neelkant Bakshi, Praveen
Shankar Kapoor and  Anand
Trivedi and councillors
Pramod Gupta and others,
went to Chhath ghats set up at
Jagatpuri, Mayur Vihar, ITO,
New Azad Nagar, Jamrudpur,
Chhatarpur, Rithala and Narela
and greeted lakhs of devotees.

He  also sang Chhath bha-
jans at the ghats. His bhajan
"Kaha Paivo Sone Ke Katoriya
Doodh, Kaha Paivo Paan Ke
Bidwa" etc. mesmerized the
devotees.
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The mutilated parts a blue
bull (nilgai) were found in

an area near the Ansal Aravalli
Retreat under the Raisina zone
here, a forest official said on
Thursday. 

Nilgais are found here and
in Sultanpur, Farukhnagar,
Jhajjar areas of Haryana.

"We have found the head
and a leg of the animal. There
was blood all over the place,"
District Forest Officer Shyam
Sunder Kaushik said. The area
has around 300 farmhouses
and residents suspect that it
could be an act of poachers
who wanted its meat, he said.

"The incident came to the
fore this morning when a guard
spotted the head and a leg of
the nilgai in the F-Block area.
He immediately informed our
office after which the wildlife
department was informed,"
Kaushik said.

This is the first such inci-
dent and it is a matter of grave
concern, he said. "We are going
to register an FIR in this mat-
ter against unknown persons at
the Bhondsi police station,"
Kaushik added.
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A24-year old boy was shot
dead by another in south-

west Delhi's Malikpur village
on Wednesday evening fol-
lowing an altercation.

Police said a group of
boys were drinking by the
roadside in the village when
two among them had a scuf-

fle and one of them identified
as Monu, a resident of the vil-
lage, shot at the other boy
identified as Sachin Lakhra,
resident of  Ranhoula 
village. 

Locals gathered at the
spot and made a PCR call,
after which Lakhra was
rushed to the nearby Rao
Tula Ram Hospital and later

shifted to Balaji  Action
Hospital where he succumbed
to his injuries. 

Police has registered a case
of murder and have detained a
few people for questioning,
including Monu, his father and
one Anil. No arrest has been
made in the case yet. 

Further investigations are
on.
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The young Swiss couple,
who was allegedly attacked

in Agra's Fatehpur Sikri by a
group of youth on Sunday, is on
the way to recovery, doctors at
the Apollo Hospital where they
are undergoing treatment said
on Thursday.

Quentin Jeremy Clerc, 24,
who came to India on
September 30 with his female
friend Marie Droz, also 24, was
quoted as saying in a news
report that they were strolling
near the railway station at the
Fatehpur Sikri in Agra when a
group started following them
and later attacked them.

Dr Rajendra Prasad, neu-
rosurgeon at the Apollo Hospital
said Clerc has been shifted to a
room from the ICU. The doctor
said that Droz has a fracture in
the arm but has been discharged
after treatment.

"We have moved him out
of the ICU. He is having a hear-
ing problem otherwise he is
conscious and talking," said
Prasad. The doctor informed
that it is difficult to say at the
moment whether the hearing
problem will be a permanent
one.

"He's improving but we
will have to see in the long

term," said the doctor. He
added that Droz, who has a
fracture in her arm, has been
discharged, but at present is
with her friend. Prasad said
that the duo is in shock after
the incident.

According to the report,
the couple from Lausanne in
Switzerland was chased and
attacked with stones and sticks
by a group of youth in Fatehpur
Sikri on Sunday, leaving them
battered and bruised.

They said that as they lay
on the ground bloodied and
bruised, bystanders began tak-
ing videos of them on their
mobile phones, according to
the report.
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